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On March 23, 2010 the Wake County School Board voted 5-4 to end school assignments to achieve socio-
economic diversity and move toward a process of creating a neighborhood schools policy.  This vague 
concept seems to mean something different to each of the five school board proponents, although they 
assure the public that the radical change will magically solve all the challenges of one of the country’s 
largest urban school districts.

Regardless of the intention of its “authors,” the end result of such a move is clear -- re-segregated pub-
lic schools with highly-resourced schools for affluent and predominantly white students and under-re-
sourced, failing schools for poor children and children of color.  Due to “neighborhood schools” policy, 
the state of North Carolina failed to recieve a $469 million federal Race to the Top education grant.  The 
Magnet Programs with strong Federal funding that once were the pride of Wake County will disappear.  
These new “Magnet-style” schools that are currently being promised to parents in suburban areas will 
not materialize and every child and parent in Wake County will lose, except those who can afford to send 
their children to private schools.  The biggest winners will be those who run those schools and will make 
a profit, among them Ron Margiotta, current chair of the school board, and Robert Luddy, the number 1 
contributor to the campaigns of the winning candidates.

In the 2009 Wake County School Board elections, four candidates, Chris Malone, Debra Goldman, Debo-
rah Prickett, and John Tedesco, won their respective races in an off-year election with less than 5% of the 
voting population’s support.  All four candidates ran campaigns centered around removing the nationally 
recognized diversity policy in favor of “neighborhood schools.”  Their campaigns were primarily funded 
by a small network of wealthy conservatives with ties to local private schools. Goldman, Tedesco, Malone, 
and Prickett joined sitting member Ron Margiotta to create a right-wing bloc with a majority on the nine 
member board.         

Introduction

Students protesting 
outside of the March 
23, 2010 School 
Board meeting after 
getting kicked out of 
of the building. Stu-
dents have been cru-
cial leaders in defend-
ing the Wake County 
Public School system 
from the Resegrega-
tionist Five.



Their promise was to “end ‘forced busing’ for diversity.” In reality less than 5% of Wake students attend a 
school more than 10 miles away from their homes (N&O article).  They promised “neighborhood schools” 
with picturesque images of children walking down the street to a school as their parents and grandpar-
ents had done. Despite repeated requests, no official estimates of the cost to actually implement such a vi-
sion exist, although experts speculate that such an approach would require new construction that would 
cost tax-payers hundreds of millions and would also require closing most of the County’s large urban high 
schools, which currently house over 5,000 students from all over the county.

The actual result of ending busing for diversity can be seen by looking to Charlotte- Mecklenberg schools, 
one of many school districts that have discarded assignment policies that attempted to create integrated 
and equal schools.  What quickly emerged was a clear two-tier system of education with well-funded 
schools in affluent, mostly white neighborhoods, and poorly funded andfailing schools in poor, Black and 
Latino/a communities--a defacto re-segregation that creates dire learning conditions for children strug-
gling against both poverty and under-resourced communities.

Despite how rapidly the “Re-segregationist Five” have attempted to dismantle the diversity policy and re-
assign poor and Black students back to their base schools, they have been met with sturdy resistance by 
the community at every step. School board meetings have been overwhelmed with parents, civil rights 
leaders, youth, direct actions, and continued legal challenges. A student-led direct action shut down the 
March 23 school board meeting for an extended period of time. The “Re-segregationist Five” have resorted  
to using both physical and process barriers to shut out students and the community from meetings and 
decision-making.  Beginning March 23, they began implementing a ticketing system for board meetings 
in an attempt to limit community access to board meetings under the guise of “fire safety.”   The School 
Board is now spending thousands of dollars on police and security at every meeting, and they still have 
the gall to claim to be “doing the people’s business.”

Reverend William Barber, President of the North Carolina chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) being escorted and ar-
rested following a sit-in at the Wake County School Board Meeting on June 15, 2010. 
Three other activists were also arrested.



In 1954 the Civil Rights Movement forced the Supreme Court to recognize the basic democratic right to  an 
equal education.  However, even after Brown v. Board of Education, Raleigh, NC remained segregated for 
another 30 years as white suburban children went to school in the County school district, while most Black 
children were consigned to the City schools.  In 1976, the community pressured the NC legislature to force 
the City and County districts to merge to form the current district, the Wake County Public Schools.  
The merger took a community struggle.  Many white residents outside the city opposed the desegrega-
tion: “Many white residents, especially in rural Wake County, vehemently opposed merger. Some cited los-
ing the identity of their schools and communities as the reason for their opposition; many feared that the 
county system would be swallowed up into a large urban system whose resources would be dominated by 
Raleigh.  They summarized these fears—and sometimes thinly veiled racism—with the refrain that it was 
the suburban promise of a “quality education” that had drawn them to the rural parts of the county in the 
first place.”  (A Community United:  Celebrating 30 Years of Courageous Leadership, Wake Education Partnership)  
We hear the same rhetoric today - the same “thinly veiled racism” is expressed by the “Re-segregationist 
Five” and their backers’ claim that their plan to create “neighborhood schools” that separate the district 
back into “community zones” will improve education.    
To understand why the current struggle is really a struggle against racism and re-segregation, one need 
only look at the history of schools in Wake County.
Although Raleigh City Schools were “officially” desegregated in 1971 following the Supreme Court ruling 
in Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, the City and County systems remained separate 
and effectively segregated.  In 1973 there was a county wide referendum on merger, which was defeated.  
Over the next two years, community leaders continued to work with politicians to find another path to 
merger, culminating in the 1976 legislative success.
In the early 1980s a Wake County busing plan began to take shape to achieve the desegregation goal of 
not having any school with more than 45% or less than 15% people of color.  The school board achieved 
this by building “magnet” schools - schools with greater resources and special programs - in Black neigh-
borhoods - to attract white suburban students, while simultaneously busing Black students from their 
neighborhoods to schools in white suburbs.  
Even though the “magnet” schools achieved an overall desegregated school - the schools themselves were 
internally segregated with affluent white students in classes only available for “gifted and talented” stu-
dents, and most Black students in normal classes.  For the entire history of the busing program it has been 
Black students who have been bused outside their communities while white students have been attracted 
to schools in Black neighborhoods with extra resources and programs.
Despite this inequality in the busing program, the majority of the Black community has continued to sup-
port the busing program to achieve desegregated schools because of the knowledge and memory of 
what segregated education was like under 100 years of Jim Crow. Any measure of desegregation was seen 
as a huge gain in the education available to Black children in Raleigh.
In 2001, the Federal court began to undermine Brown v. Board of Education, Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg, and other historic victories for the Civil Rights Movement.  Wake County switched to a busing plan 
based upon economic integration rather than racial integration.  Using the same tools of Magnet schools 
coupled with busing for poor students, the school board sought to make sure no single school had a ma-
jority of poor students.  In Wake County, as in most of the U.S. South, the majority of the poor students are 
Black and Latino/a, while the vast majority of wealthier students are white.  So while the calculations in 
the policy were different, the reality of the policy was the same, racial desegregation of schools.  Again the 
policy was supported by the majority of the Black community.

History of  Wake Desegregation



In all the public debate swirling around the proposals of the new majority on the Wake County Board of 
Education, the frame thus far has been that this is a fight between proponents of so-called “neighbor-
hood” or “community-based” schools and those who support busing for diversity.

In reality, this is a battle to halt a return to a defacto Jim Crow and segregationist past.  It is a fight against 
stepping backward toward greater inequality and even greater division between rich and poor.  The ac-
tions of the Resegregationist 5 are a slap in the face of the sheroes and heroes of the Civil Rights move-
ment.  Most of Resegregation 5 are not originally from the South and have no respect for the long strug-
gles and sacrifices made by Black and white civil rights activists in the South.

Wake County, like most places around the U.S., is still segregated in many ways. High-density populations 
of low income families, which are predominantly Black and Latino/a are concentrated in the eastern and 
southeastern sections of Raleigh and parts of Garner.  Meanwhile lower-density populations of white and 
more affluent families live in the northern and western suburbs that surround Raleigh.

Therefore the neighborhood schools model that the all-white “Re-Segregationist Five” is pushing would 
create rich and poor, racially identifiable zoned districts where people living within each zone would only 
attend schools in their zones.  And thus the rich are able to retreat back to their suburban enclaves with-
out fear of having to interact with poor people and people of color on any terms other than their own 
(generally as domestic workers or for other menial underpaid manual or service labor).

Because of the growth and strength of the Civil Rights and Black Power movements of the 1950s and ‘60s, 
the U.S. made some progress from the naked, open, and violent racism of the not so distant past.  But 
make no mistake--we still live in a deeply racist and white supremacist society.

“Neighborhood Schools” is a code 
word for Jim Crow

Just because the members of the new majority don’t wear white 
hoods or throw around the “N-word” does not mean that their ideol-
ogy and the policies that they are trying to implement are not racist.  
They are racist because they will lead to white students being sepa-
rated from students of color and receiving a more privileged educa-
tion.
Take, for example, the comment by School Board chairman Ron Mar-
giotta at the March 2 meeting, where he referred to members of the 
NAACP and other opponents of the plans to re-segregate as “animals 
out of their cages.”  These people do not care about poor children 
and children of color.  If they did, why would one of their first moves 
be to shut down Project Enlightenment, a popular and successful fa-
cility for at-risk students?
Let’s be clear: the rhetoric around “neighborhood schools” is a dis-
guise for an intentional, covert and racist agenda to re-segregate 
Wake County public schools.

George Wallace, notorious white supremacist and former Governor of Alabama, promoted the 
same school segregation policies using the rhetoric of ‘Prevent Forced Busing,” which sounds 

quite similiar to the Resegregationist Five’s idea of “neighborhood schools.”



RIGHT-WING PUPPET-MASTERS AND    
THEIR MONEY

The “Re-segregationist Five” and their supporters claim that they have a mandate because they 
were elected by a majority of voters.  Throughout their campaign they used mis-information, scare 
tactics, and benefited from a large campaign war chest funded by extreme far-right backers who 
own or have an interest in local private schools and who advocate for private school vouchers and 
charter schools as a matter of public policy.  In reality, they were elected by less than 5% of the 
population.  

Two men in particular contributed large amounts of money to the candidates. Robert Luddy was 
the #1 individual donor to the board majority’s election campaigns, while Art Pope was the sec-
ond largest funder.  Pope is the primary funder of the John William Pope Foundation and the John 
W. Pope Civitas Institute, both of which support weakening and de-funding public education in 
favor of charter schools, vouchers, and “School Choice” - the new mantra for privatization and the 
application of soulless free-market principles that always put profit above the needs of people.  

   
  Art Pope        Robert Luddy 

    

The Resegregationist Five

            Tedesco                Margiotta                Pickett  Goldman      Malone



Of the$1.66 million Civitas raised in 2008, Pope contributed $1.62 million.  He is also the founder 
of the John Locke Foundation, another right-wing foundation that lobbies for cuts to public 
education, opposes teachers’ unions, and supports increasing the cap on charter schools.  Pope 
is also one of several millionaires who serve as national directors of Americans for Prosperity, 
which is the primary organizational force behind the so-called grassroots “Tea Party Movement.”  
At a recent “Tea Party” event in Raleigh, which happened to be organized in large part by paid 
employees of the local GOP wearing “Tea Party Militia” t-shirts, the speakers sang praises of the 
new school board’s “ending two generations of social engineering,” while supporters cheered 
and held signs urging Obama to go back to Kenya.  Board member John Tedesco spoke at the 
rally and promised to put “conservative values” back into our school system and made deroga-
tory comments about students on free and reduced lunch. (from April 15, 2010 Tedesco speech)

In an email to Board Chair Ron Margiotta, the Wake GOP Financial Chair credited Art Pope as “the 
architect” of the election of the “Re-segregationist Five,” further showing how much power and 
control Pope has over the board majority’s decisions and the fate of Wake County Public Schools.

Robert Luddy is the president of CaptiveAire, a company that manufactures kitchen ventila-
tion systems.  He is also the founder of both Franklin Academy and Thales Academy, two private 
schools in Wake County.  He was the #1 individual funder of the winning candidates’ election 
campaigns. The Thales Academies, a chain of non-accredited private schools located in Apex and 
Wake Forest, have been boasted by the John Locke Foundation as an “alternative” to public educa-
tion.

Luddy plans to open another Thales Academy in North Raleigh in 2011 and to further expand 
his network of “affordable private schools.” (Goldsmith and Hui).  The current chair of the school 
board, Ron Margiotta, also sits on the Board of Trustees of the Apex Thales Academy.

Pope and Luddy contributed nearly $50,000 directly and indirectly to the campaigns of the win-
ning school board members and the Wake Schools Community Alliance, a PAC created to support 
the anti-diversity candidates. This amounts to over 1/4 of the $190,000 raised and spent by the 
winning candidates.

The Pope Foundation, John Locke Foundation, and Civitas Institute deny the influ-
ence their money has and hide behind the ridiculous notion that free speech means 
you get to spend as much money as you want to buy as many candidates as you can.  
While the “Re-Segregationist Five” did not mention this  during their campaign, once  
     elected, some members have publicly questioned  
       the role of public schools, have spoken in   
       favor of vouchers for parents who   
        send their children to private schools  
       and for an increase in the number of  
       charter schools (N&O article).

       Margiotta getting fired up at a  
            meeting to pass the  

resegregation policy



      SELF-DETERMINATION
   When it comes to what’s best for students, statistics can and have been   
            used to support the efficacy of both segregated as well as integrated schools. 
                   Underlying those questions is the real question of power, money, and control.  
So while some may talk about busing, socioeconomic demographics, neighborhood schools and 
others debate which system works better, achieves the highest test scores and college entrance 
rates, the problem is that a minority in power, with no accountability, decides for the majority what 
is best for them.  
In fact, public discourse is not public, but it is controlled by those with the most means, in this case 
the John Pope Foundation, to amplify their their racist agenda to push Black and Latino/a commu-
nities into more marginalized and impoverished conditions and open the doors for privatization.  
In debates between white conservatives and white liberals, an accurate depiction of who will be 
most affected is often absent.  Even more often, a voice representing those who will be most af-
fected is completely absent from the debate.  
High poverty, racially identifiable schools, the end result of “neighborhood schools” will have the 
most impact on working Black and Latino/a families.  
Real change only comes about when people organize to improve their own lives and their condi-
tions--it cannot and will not be a given by elected officials or courts who decide to “do the right 
thing.”  Change must come from struggle, an analysis of the realities that people live, and a desire 
to come together to make a change.  Therefore it is the families of those who are most affected by 
racism and poverty, the youth and the parents of working poor families, who are coming together, 
are educating themselves about what is going on and where their interests lie, and are determin-
ing the best course of action.  Liberation and freedom are never a gift.  If white people want to find 
a role, it is to practice solidarity by supporting the decisions, the leadership, and self-determina-
tion of communities of color.
Because this is the case, it must be the decision of the Black and Latino/a communities to decide 
what education system is best for them - therefore, as people who believe in liberation for all, we 
are not for or against integration, but are against racism.
The Pope Foundation’s strategy is one rooted in a capitalist free-market ideology that uses racism 
to keep people down in order to keep us divided.  We must unite to fight racism in order to bring 
about a better world for everyone.
If Black and Latino/a communities choose other solutions and decide to advocate for neighbor-
hood schools, or push for culturally sensitive teachers and curricula, to end zero tolerance policies, 
or community control of teacher appointments and classroom size, or any other demand, we must 
stand behind the decisions of the Black and Latino/a communities.

         



 

                         National Context: Economic Crisis,      
Tea Party Movement

Wake County is not the only front in the fight against re-segregation.  Many communities around the 
country are currently engaged in the same struggle.

In Boston, students, community organizations, and the bus drivers union are fighting to stop plans to 
close schools and create five neighborhood zones, similar to the plan being pushed here in Wake County.  
Proponents are using the same rhetoric of “neighborhood schools.”  However, the larger community 
knows that this will lead to the re-segregation of their schools.

Boston has a long history of racism but also a strong history of defending the rights of all students to a 
decent, quality education. In the 1970s, the bus drivers union formed to defend Black students who were 
integrating the schools from attacks by white residents and the KKK, which had opened up offices in 
downtown Boston. Civil rights activists took jobs as school bus drivers to physically protect Black school 
children as white residents threw bottles and rocks at them on their way to school.  

A massive march to integrate the schools was held on December 14, 1974, organized by the Coalition 
Against Racism. That day, 25,000 people took a stand in defense of the rights of Black students to the 
same education as white students, and ultimately helped to integrate the schools.

Detroit, perhaps the epicenter of the economic crisis, has witnessed a rash of school closings and the 
city’s public school system adopting a plan to foster the growth of charter schools. Currently, 70% of 
students in Detroit attend public schools, but if the city’s designs go according to plan, that will be drasti-
cally shifted over the coming years, with only 25% of students attending public schools and the remain-
der attending charter or private schools.

The model proposed in Detroit is based on the post-Katrina New Orleans model where wealthy conser-
vative interests were successful in destroying the public school system in the aftermath, part of a larger 
phenomena described by Naomi Klein as “Disaster Capitalism.”  Nearly every school was closed and every 
teacher fired, with charter schools coming in to run the education system.  

Margiotta and Tedesco have explicitly stated that they too would like to see a rise in charter schools, 
which funnel public money away from our already underfunded and resource-strapped schools and 
divert that spending to privately run education with little to no community accountability or oversight.

All of this takes place during the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression, with mass layoffs and 
unemployment, home foreclosures, drastic cuts to social services, and a crisis in healthcare plaguing 
working people in this country.

In times of crisis, with all of the suffering and desperation, the ground is sown for racist and reaction-
ary forces to plant their seeds among white workers.  Many may want to retreat back to safe places and 
blame immigrants and people of color for the crisis, for the lack of jobs, or for using precious public 
resources.  

Racism has always been a tool used to divide working people and keep them from coming together and 
fighting their common enemy -- the banks, the billionaires, and greedy corporations that caused this 
crisis.  They are the ones who will attempt to stop any reforms no matter how small, like healthcare, that 
would ease the suffering of people, because it might cost them some of their obscene profits.

Nowhere is this more obvious than in the so-called “Tea Party Movement,” a “movement” funded by the 
white millionaires (like Art Pope) trying to use popular anger to reach out to the white working class 
people.  Last year they turned out protesters with guns to health care town hall forums claiming Obama 
was a socialist dedicated to bringing communism to the United States. 



The economic crisis and the November 2008 election of the first African American president has given 
rise to the backwards and reactionary Tea Party Movement. The struggle currently developing in the 
Wake County school system is not separate from this. The Tea Party and ultra right ideology and divisive-
ness motivates this new school board majority.  

The struggle in Wake County is not only influenced by this growing tide of reaction, but also influences 
the growth of this reaction--a defeat here for the forces of re-segregation and reaction would be an im-

portant blow against the Tea Party and ultra-right forces throughout the country.

Dare to Struggle, Dare to Win!
Abolitionist author and former slave Frederick Douglass said, “if there is no struggle, there is no prog-
ress.” Rather, without struggle, there is an immense white supremacist reaction. Today, this lesson 
could not be clearer or more important.

Fifty years ago students stood up to Jim Crow segregation in the U.S. South, ushering in a landslide of 
historic and monumental changes in society. Today, students are taking action to defend those gains 
and the right of all students to a quality public education.

The struggle to stop the Pope Foundation’s “Resegregationist Five” and their so-called “community 
schools” plan continues to intensify.  On February 27, 2010, the Historic Thousands on Jones Street (HK 
on J) Coalition marched in downtown Raleigh, with over 100 organizations and 5,000 people demand-
ing and end to the re-segregation of Wake County Schools, as well as pushing its progressive 14-point 
People’s Agenda.

On March 23, 2010, community members and students shut down the meeting where the School 
Board voted 5-4 to re-segregate the schools.  Over 80 students challenged the racist majority, chanting 
“Shut it down! No segregation in our town!”  The police arrested three protesters.

On June 15, 2010, Reverend William Barber, president of the North Carolina NAACP, author Tim Tyson, 
Wake County parent Mary Williams, and Reverend Nancy Petty of Raleigh’s Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church were arrested after sitting-in at a School Board meeting. This act of defiance follows the lead of 
young people who have continued to fight to save their schools.

July 20, 2010 will be yet another mass demonstration of resistance to this plan, as thousands of young 
people, people of faith, people of color, and allies take to the streets to defend public education.

A tremendous movement for education justice and to fight against racism is growing. Together we can 
resist the efforts by Pope and the “Re-segregationist 5.”

We are standing the the shoulders of our elders, who have fought and struggled for a better life and a 
better world.  In the 30 years of desegregation in Wake County, the right has repeatedly tried to take 
control of the school board and re-segregate the schools, from Christian Coalition candidates in the 
early 90s - to the Pope Foundation’s “Resegregationist 5” who were just elected.  Only by remembering 
our history of struggle, the sacrifices made by the Civil Rights Movement, and being willing to fight 
against racism and for the right to quality education, will we overcome this set-back and move closer 
to a public education system that meets the needs of all children and for a society that meets every-
one’s needs.



Untold History  of 

Fight Imperialism -- Stand Together (FIST) is a national group of young 
activists committed to fighting racism, sexism, the oppresion of lesbian, 
gay, bi and trans people, and the exploitation of the working class, all of                                   
which are the result  of imperialism and capitalism.  We be                                    
lieve that the only way to achieve true liberation for all peoples is                           
through socialism.  We demand an end to all occupations now - from                      
Iraq to Palestine, the Philippines, Haiti, 
Puerto Rico, and Afghanistan!                  No 
to U.S. intervention – Hands off Cuba, Ven-
ezuela, Zimbabwe and the Sudan!  Stop the 
raids against immigrant workers --  Full 
rights for                       undocumented workers!  
Justice for Katrina survivors – End racist                         
police terror!  Free Mumia Abu-Jamal and all 
political prisoners!                            Money for health care, 
jobs and education, not endless war...

Youth are being forced to kill and die in a criminal war against the Iraqi 
people. The possibility of finding a job with decent wages and benefits is 
getting slimmer all the time. The number of youth, particularly youth of 
color, being brutalized by the police and locked in prison grows larger 
every day. Tuition is skyrocketing at universities all over the country, 
making it impossible for youth to get an education without incurring a 
huge amount of debt.

It’s time for youth to organize to build the 
type of society that puts people’s needs 
first. FIST is dedicated to achieving such a 
society by building a multi-national, multi-
gendered organization of revolutionary 
youth. 

April 2009
In Aftermath of Tom Tancredo’s Visit to UNC - Chapel Hill Campus

University of North Carolina
 System’s Defense of Racism,

Hate Speech, and Hate Crimes

Fight with FIST!
NYC -  212-627-2994                    
Raleigh -  raleigh@FISTyouth.org
Denver - denver@fistyouth.org
Cleveland - 216-531-4004  
DC -  dc@fistyouth.org                        
San Diego - 619-692-4496
Miami - miami@fistyouth.org
Rutgers - namibia@fistyouth.org

Boston - 617-522-6626 http://�styouth.org

Fight Imperialism Stand Together (FIST)

Fight Imperialism - Stand Together (FIST)  Raleigh-Durhamraleighfist.wordpress.com


